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Kent Watson (Executive Director, Publishers Association of the West) sends word that the incomparable legend Richard E. Abel has been selected as the recipient of the 2008 Jack D. Rittenhouse award. This award honors those individuals who have made outstanding contributions to the book community in the West. Richard Abel was selected from a slate of nominees for having established vibrant and profitable publishing businesses that serve as a model to his colleagues. The award will be presented to Richard at the Publishers Association of the West's National Publishing Conference and Book Industry Trade Show which will be held on Saturday November 15, 2008. There will be a special luncheon to present the award to Richard E. Abel, known as the "father of the modern day library approval plan" and founder of numerous publishing presses including Timber Press. As we know through Richard's serialized and continuing "Tale" in ATG, Richard worked in a bookstore, became a bookstore owner, started a private press for limited edition books, founded a company that grew into an international library distributor, founded a book marketing and distribution company, started a trade publishing company that has grown into a well respected mid-sized publisher, and is the author of numerous articles and a forthcoming book. The Rittenhouse Award is given annually in memory of Jack D. Rittenhouse, the West's consummate bookman. During his long career, Rittenhouse was a writer, bookseller, publisher, lecturer and mentor. He left a lasting mark on the book community, both in his work and with the people who followed him and this award was established as a way to honor those who have made outstanding contributions to the book community in the West. Prior winners of the Rittenhouse Award are Jene and Jetta Lyon ( Amazon has acquired twelve-year-old Canadian company AbeBooks (formerly the Advanced Book Exchange), the companies just announced. As we all know, AbeBooks is an online marketplace for books focusing on used, rare and out of print titles for sale by independent booksellers -it currently has 110 million books for sale from 13,500 sellers. The company has been around since
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Adventures in Librarianship -Heroes by Ned Kraft (Ralph J. Bunche Library, U.S. Department of State) <kraftno@state.gov> Several readers have asked about the composition and purpose of the "Library Justice and Universal Protection Task Force." From their Website we've learned that they prefer the shortened moniker "The Protectors," and their mission statement is "the guarantee of universal library services, the return of lost or stolen books, and the general defense of the planet against invaders of any sort." Though not otherwise well known, one publisher, Marvel, has covered "The Protectors" extensively and the following biographical sketches were gleaned from Marvel publications. Henrietta Means learned at an early age, and through many hours searching through her public library, how to focus her pubescent anger and frustration toward impressive acts of physical strength. While working toward her Master of Information Studies degree at State University, Ms Means did her internship in Costa Rica battling a gigantic half-man halfserpent creature that had risen from the sea. After a few years at the Library of Congress, she was hired by the Institute of Museum and Library Services where she reviews grant requests. Though she still enjoys saving the world from supernatural creatures, Ms Means spends much of her time reading and making small decoupage lapel pins as gifts for her friends. And every urge toward focusing her incredible strength is sapped when faced with a really good Jimmy Stewart movie.
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